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The Debtors' Prison was included within the Jail. In
the presentment of the Grand Jury in June, 1784, we find
the complaint:—
*' In every civilized Government the measure of punishment should be
ever regulated by the weight of offence, but in the present state of the jail
the convicted Felon who is led out to execution, is happier than the unfortun-
ate Debtor, who is left to a lingering destruction,amidst the gloom of a
confined and unwholesome prison, in a damp and stagnated air, without a
hope of relief, but what depends upon the caprice of a merciless creditor.'1
Seton-Karr: Selections, Vol. 1, p. 21.
Here, in the "Birjoo Jail," was imprisoned in 1782 John
Augustus Hicky, the founder of the first Indian newspaper
—the truculent and slanderous Bengal Gazette. For a
time the unfortunate debtor was able to maintain his family
outside the Jail in "a small brick house/5 but as Christmas
came round, stern necessity led to the incarceration of
his children also. A Report of the House of Commons
in 1872 gives us a picture of the Calcutta Jail in Hicky's
time. It was ' 'the ruin of a house formerly the residence
of some black native." Natives and Europeans were
huddled together promiscuously, and many died for want
lie necessities of life.
"In the middle of the'Daii ensure was a tank about thirty yards square,
in which the prisoners promiscuously Ironed and washed their clothes. Euro-
peans were generally indulged by the gaoler with permission to erect and
live in small bamboo and matting huts near this tank; it would be impossible
for any European to exist for any length of 'time within the prison. The
stench was dreadful. There was no infirmary or provision for the sick that he
ever heard of. Debtors and criminals were not separated, nor men from
women (but of this he was not positive). An old woman prisoner who
begged of him said, in answer to his question, that she wanted the money
to buy water."
Until 1865 there were, then, two separate institutions
within the walls of the present Jail, viz. (1) the Great
Jail, under th^ jurisdiction of the Sheriff, where were
confined prisoners sentenced by the High Court, military
convicts awaiting deportation, and the debtors, and (2) the
House of Correction, under the Commissioner of Police for
petty offenders. Prisoners from the Great Jail were dis-
charged from the western gate: those from the House of
Correction from an exit in the South Wall. In February-
1865, a bill was passed which united the two prisons under

